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STUDENTS WIN LETTERS 
ABOUT LITERATURE CONTEST
MISSOULA- Humanities MONTANA
Students from Great Falls, Choteau and Roundup captured top honors in this year’s 
Montana Letters About Literature writing contest. Judges selected the winning entries from 
more than 650 submissions in three separate age categories.
Letters About Literature is a reading and writing promotion program of the Center for the 
Book in the Library of Congress. Presented in partnership with Target Stores, the program is 
sponsored at the state level by Humanities Montana and the Montana Center for the Book.
“We offer our congratulations to all our state winners,” said Humanities Montana 
Executive Director Mark Sherouse, “and indeed to all the more than 650 Montana students who 
entered this year’s Letters About Literature competition. And we offer our thanks as well to the 
many teachers, librarians and parents who encouraged them. Many Montana students are 
reading and writing well, and Letters About Literature is a wonderful opportunity for them to 
show what they can do.”
To enter, young readers wrote personal letters to authors explaining how their work 
changed their views of the world or themselves. Readers selected authors from any genre -- 
from fiction or nonfiction to contemporary or classic. The program has three competition levels: 
upper elementary, middle school and secondary. The contest encourages young readers to 
explore their responses to a book and then express those responses in a creative, original way.
Leah Bryan, who won first in the state’s high school division, wrote a letter to author 
Louisa May Alcott that said, in part: ‘“An Old Fashioned Girl’ made me realize something very 
important about the world. Growing up is something that everyone has to experience even
“Our public education system has ensured that children are provided with a K-12 
education, but we have not instituted the same social principle and community commitment for 
our children’s health,” Seninger said. “Providing our children with health insurance is as 
fundamental to their growth and livelihood as education and requires the same political and 
community commitment.”
Seninger found that while Healthy Montana Kids would cost the state $20.3 million 
annually, these costs could be financed by using a portion of the Montana Insurance Licensing 
fees. He also found that these costs would be more than offset by economic gains to employers, 
consumers and health care providers.
The initiative’s approach to insuring more Montana children offers an economic return of 
more than $2.50 to Montanans for every $1 expended by the state -  a rate of return that 
complements other positive impacts of an increased investment in the health of the state’s 
children.
The Healthy Montana Kids ballot initiative is being analyzed by Seninger, along with 
other statewide initiatives for expanding health insurance to Montana kids that may be 
forthcoming in the 2009 Montana legislative session.
The initiative proposes offering health insurance coverage to children by increasing the 
income-eligibility level for the Children’s Health Insurance Program and the Montana Medicaid 
program and by helping eligible families cover their children under employer-sponsored plans.
Seninger estimates these efforts would decrease the number of uninsured children from 
35,000 to around 5,000.
He received funding from the Annie E. Casey Foundation to research all initiatives 
focused on the expansion of health insurance to Montana’s children. As the former director of the
Montana Kids Count program, Seninger has studied the well-being of Montana’s children for 
more than a decade. Funded through the Casey Foundation, the Montana Kids Count program 
a statewide effort to identify the status and well-being of Montana children by collecting and 
analyzing data about them.
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